








re 


Pane), t i; TREY yes ' 
td Bus j -Didin LIBR: as & 


an ubscription ‘Books 








e Committee 
on Subscription Books 
U etin May Woop Wicctnton, Chairman 
Denver Public Library 
Auice M. carer 
Boston ic Library 
Waltham (Mass.) Public Lib: 
Issued quarterly by the oa hn: ad 
AMERICAN Liprary ASSOCIATION, Vancouver (B. C.) Public Library 
; ae E. Ruts Rocxwoop 
Chicago, Illinois Library Association, Portland, Ore. 
Apag F. Wurrcoms C 
Chicago Public Library 
VOL. I OcrToBER, 1930 NO. 4 
IN THIS ISSUE 
PAGE PAGE 
American transcontinental trails........ 1 Kindergarten children’s hour........... 7 
American underwriting houses and their EE I osc ds 95.5% pois os 8 
Saree settee eee 2 My bock of history Se ek oe Bene eo 9 
Biographical cyclopaedia of American My bookhouse ................0..05- 10 
WOMER ....-+.-+- Tie thdeelad oo dala 2 © iis ccs nian venbancte 12 
The commonwealth history of Massachu- The new Catholic dictionary........... 13 
E aa ie : New human interest library*........... 14 
ni sensi pene ananeogailiahdl aedab iad New student’s reference work.......... 14 
Father and son library... .............. 4 0 d Id 
The great events by famous historians.... 5 “ heap eens! £# Shi on nite) £2 Se 14 
Junior classics—the young folks’ shelf of Who’s who among North American authors 14 
OE STR EAT A Ree 6 Who's who in American education. ...... 15 
Keane’s manual of investment trusts... .. . 6 Index (January-October, 1930)........ 15 





REVIEWS 


American transcontinental trails; 
ed. by Archer Butler Hulbert. Crown 
collection of American maps, (series 
4) 6v. Colorado college, Stewart 
foundation, Colorado Springs, Colo- 

$50, each vol. 

This is a collection of 360 blueprint 
maps, edited by Dr. Archer Butler Hul- 
bert of Colorado college. They are 
based on information obtained from the 
journals and reports of the early travel- 
ers, as well as from more recent studies, 
and include personal investigation along 


rado. 


the trails. They are maps of the early 
western routes of travel: The Platte 
River routes, The Oregon trail, The 
Santa Fé trail and the California trail. 
The compilation is most scholarly, is 
from excellent sources, and includes fine 
bibliographies and references to source 
material. Frequent footnotes give addi- 
tional information. The format, blue- 
prints in spring-back binders, make the 
volumes difficult to use and guard in a 
public library. 

It is the best source in compact form, 
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known to us, and enters a field badly 
needing such material. For libraries that 
cannot afford this very expensive collec- 
tion, Bulletins 611-14, 707 published by 
the United States Geological Survey are 
helpful. The New Larned history has 

an excellent map of the trails, vol. 10, 

p. 8695. 

American Transcontinental Trails is 
recommended to larger Western li- 
braries_and to libraries specializing in 
Western history. 

American underwriting houses and 
their issues ;ed. by Otto P. Schwarz- 
schild. 2v. and cumulated supple- 
ments. 82 Beaver st., New York, Na- 
tional statistical service, 1925-28. 


$50; v. 1, 1925-28, $25; v. 2, 1928- 
29, $35. 


An alphabetical index to securities is- 


sued since 1925, with monthly cumu- 
lated supplements at $2.50 each. It con- 
tains a classified and a geographical list 
of securities and an alphabetical list of 
underwriters, bond houses and banks. 
The one-line entries do not give suffi- 
cient information, and the material can 
be found elsewhere at greater length. 
This set is not recommended to smaller 
libraries that subscribe to Poor’s and 
other financial services. The list of sub- 
scribers indicates that financial houses 
and business libraries consider the time 
and troublesaving arrangement well 
worth the price of subscription. Prob- 
ably no public library, except the very 
largest, with business branches and spe- 
cial departments, can afford it. Not 
recommended. 
Biographical cyclopaedia of Ameri- 
can women ;ed. by Henry C. Wiley. 
3v. 254 West 54th St., N. Y., Wil- 


liams-Wiley publications, inc., 1924- 

28 $10 per vol. 

So far three volumes have been pub- 
lished, each volume by a different com- 
piler and publisher. They are as follows: 

V.1 Compiled under the supervision 
of Mabel Ward Cameron. N. Y., The 
Halvord publishing co., inc., 1924. 

V.2 Compiled under the supervision 
of Erma Conkling Lee.’ 45 West 45th 
St., N. Y. The Franklin W. Lee pub- 
lishing corp., 1925. 

V.3 Compiled under the supervision 
of Erma Conkling Lee. N. Y., Henry 
C. Wiley, 1928. 

V.4 Publication has been postponed 
until 1931. 

The compiler of the first volume states 
in her preface, “The editors . . . offer 
to the student of American traditions 
representative biographies of contempo- 
rary women of all the professions and 
every walk of life as well as of the 
mothers of the leaders of to-day, who, 
although perhaps not widely known in 
their own time, are deserving of due 
recognition for the training in character 
which they impressed upon their chil- 
dren.” The succeeding volumes embody 
much the same thought in their prefaces. 
Volumes one and two follow the non- 
alphabetical arrangement. The preface 
to volume two says that the longer 
sketches make it expedient to arrange the 
contents of each volume by another 
standard than that of alphabetical order, 
calling attention to the “Comprehensive 
index” in each volume. 

A change is noted in volume three, 
however, where the alphabetical order 
is followed. The index in-this volume 


1Deceased January 17, 1927. 
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seems unnecessary since it is not cumula- 
tive. As the volumes increase a cumu- 
lated index would appear to be an essen- 
tial factor. A useful feature in the in- 
dexes of volumes one and two includes 
references to associations, conventions, 
institutions, which have influenced or 
have been influenced by the women 
whose biographies are included in the 
volumes. Considerable information 
about the inception of certain of these 
groups is thus made available which 
might otherwise be difficult to find. 

Such a compilation as the Biographi- 
cal cyclopaedia of American women is 
valuable to libraries in that sketches of 
the lives of many women find their way 
into a publication of this kind which are 
not included elsewhere. As a list of rep- 
resentative women, however, these vol- 
umes fall very short of what one is led 
to expect. We have made a brief com- 
parison of the names of women still liv- 
ing, with the women listed in Who’s 
who in America. Through the letter G 
(a fourth of the alphabet, which is as far 
as we have made these comparisons) 
some six hundred women are in Who’s 
who and not in this encyclopedia. Among 
those listed in Who’s who.and not in the 
Biographical cyclopaedia are these out- 
standing names representative of wide 
and varied interests: Maude Adams, 
Jane Addams, Mary Ahern, Zoe Akins, 
Gertrude Atherton, Ethel Barrymore, 
Katherine Lee Bates, May Lamberton 
Becker, Willa Cather, Anna B. Com- 
stock, Grace Conkling, Jane Cowl, 
Rachel Crothers, Margaret Deland, 
Linda A. Eastman, Geraldine Farrar, 
Elsie Ferguson, Katherine Fullerton 
Gerould, Ellen Glasgow. 


The compilers of succeeding volumes 
may make redoubled effort to secure 
these names and others equally impor- 
tant to make their work effective. The 
plan, in our judgment is a faulty one, 
for in the long run the encyclopedia 
would be more outstanding if the vol- 
umes were issued alphabetically at inter- 
vals, like the new Dictionary of Ameri- 
can biography, rather than inclusive of 
only those names immediately available 
for the single volume. This arrange- 
ment is somewhat difficult where the peo- 
ple are still living, but at all events the 
indexes should cumulate, and the names 
in each volume be alphabetized. It would 
appear from a statement in the preface 
to volume two that the work is at least 
partially financed by the photographs, 
putting it in somewhat the same class 
with the National cyclopedia of Ameri- 
can biography, published by the James T. 
White company, which will be reviewed 
soon in the Subscription Books Bul- 
letin. The Biographical cyclopaedia of 
American women is recommended only 
for large reference collections. 

The commonwealth history of Mas- 
sachusetts: colony, province and 
state; ed. by Albert Bushnell Hart, 
with the cooperation of an advisory 
board of forty-two learned bodies. 
5v. N. Y., States History co. Dis- 
tributed by R. W. Wagner co., 73 
Tremont St., Boston. 1927- $47.50, 
10% to libraries. 

We often look askance at local his- 
tories published by syndicates, and at sets 
of any kind made up of contributions 
from various writers. They are likely 
to be hurriedly done and lacking in 
unity, coherence and scholarship. This 


~~ 
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set is an exception. It is the only com- 
prehensive history of Massachusetts. 
The editor, Professor Hart, is an able 
man, and he has drawn upon specialists 
in various fields of interest. The result 
is a work which covers the history of the 
state and the customs and occupations 
of its people very thoroughly, if disjoint- 
edly. Four volumes have been published 
and the fifth appears in October. Each 
volume has an analytical table of con- 
tents of from eight to eleven pages and 
a thorough, annotated bibliography at 
the end of each article. There will be 
a general index in volume five. The 
paper, type and binding are satisfactory 
and the price reasonable. Each volume 
has some forty illustrations, mostly con- 
temporary portraits, maps, and reproduc- 
tions of documents, and also attractive 
end paper maps illustrating transportion 
and colonization routes. 

A shorter, more unified, well-illus- 
trated history, written throughout by a 
capable historian is still badly needed. 

Recommended to the larger public, 
school and college libraries. 
Encyclopedia Americana. 30v. New 

York and Chicago, Americana corp., 

c1929. illus. plates, ports. maps, 

plans, facsims. $150 buckram; $180 
fabrikoid. 

From libraries comes the complaint 
that salesmen represent late printings as 
a new edition and new revision of this 
encyclopedia. While many plate changes 
have been made to keep this up to date 
and new cuts inserted, the latest printing 
is by no means a new edition. When a 
new edition, revised throughout, is pre- 
sented, this Bulletin will review it. 
Father and son library; a practical 


home plan of all round development 
for the boy; ed. by Frank H. Cheley. 
20v. Prepared under supervision of 
the editorial board of the Father and 
Son League. 468 4th Ave., New 
York, The University Society, 1921. 
Sold west of the Mississippi under the 
title Modern boy activity. $49. 10% 
to libraries. 


The publishers write us that this will 
be discontinued as soon as the present 
stock is exhausted. Since we have already 
prepared a review, we publish it here for 
those who may want the information. 

This set of 20 volumes aims to assist 
the father in knowing and keeping young 
with his son. The material included is 
of uneven merit but on the whole is ex- 
cellent. It is edited by expert workers 
with boys and the articles are written by 
good authorities. 

The great weakness of the set lies in 
the fact that boys will be very shy of the 
whole set because it is so obviously writ- 
ten to train them in the way they should 
go. The volumes which are aimed di- 
rectly to interest boys cover the same ma- 
terial which may be found in many other 
books not published in sets, consequently 
more individual and appealing to young- 
sters. The story form of presenting in- 
formation regarding choice of vocation, 
thrift and business, as in volumes 16-18, 
is never popular with boys. 

There is much repetition of theme in 
the first and last volumes. 

There is a 79-page index of the word 
variety, and the 17-page bibliography of 
books for fathers, grouped by subject, 
gives very inadequate information con- 
cerning the books listed, not including 
publisher, date, or even authors’ initials. 


so 
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Why the subject “Mammal study” 

comes first, and then Art and other sub- 

jects in alphabetical order, is not ap- 
parent. 

If the chapters written for the father 
alone had been published in a couple of 
volumes, and then if the fathers who 
need them could be induced to read them, 
a real service would be accomplished. 

Boy Scout leaders and workers with 
boys may find this set of books suggestive 
but they will wish to own the set, rather 
than consult it at the library. 

Not recommended to libraries. 

The great events by famous histo- 
rians; a comprehensive and readable 
account of the world’s history, empha- 
sizing the more important events, and 
presenting these as complete stories in 
the master-words of the most cele- 
brated historians: non-sectarian, non- 
partisan, non-sectional, on a plan 
evolved from a consensus of opinions 
gathered from the most distinguished 
scholars of America and Europe, in- 
cluding brief introductions by special- 
ists to connect and explain the cele- 
brated narratives. The whole being 
arranged chronologically, with thor- 
ough indices, bibliographies, chronol- 
ogies and courses of reading on sep- 
arate nations, personages, and socio- 
logical movements; under a staff of 
editors headed by Charles F. Horne 
and John Rudd, c1905-1926. 22v. 
30 Church St., N. Y., National 
Alumni, Limited ed. Cloth $129.50; 
leather $195.80. 

This spacious title page is character- 
istic of the publications edited by Charles 
F. Horne. Source records of the world 
war, reviewed in the July number of the 


*. 


Bulletin was also under his editorial su- 
pervision and had a similar title page. 

The great events by famous historians 
is a collection of verbatim selections 
from the works of classic and standard 
historians. With the exception of the 
index, each volume consists of about 
twenty extracts, a summary, and a chro- 
nology of the period covered. The sum- 
maries, chronologies, and introductions 
by the editors are written in a heavy, 
florid style in keeping with the title-page. 

The quotations are fairly long. Usu- 
ally a chapter is taken entire from one 
author, although occasional chapters are 
made up of the works of two or three. 
Comparison of some of the selections 
with the books quoted showed that the 
copying was fairly accurate. Exact 
sources are not given and no indication 
is made of the many omissions. In spite 
of the 1926 title page date, we could find 
nothing in histories, chronologies, or bib- 
liographies more recent than 1914. 

Paper, typography, binding, and illus- 
trations are excellent. 

The world’s story, by Eva March 
Tappan, published by Houghton Mif- 
flin company in fifteen volumes, is sim- 
ilar, but is arranged by country rather 
than by periods and contains poetry and 
fiction as well as history. It is more at- 
tractive and interesting for general read- 
ing and less formidable in appearance. 

The historians history of the world 
uses shorter quotations and has been ed- 
ited to make a connected narrative. 

For library reference work, the New 
Larned history for ready reference’ is 
superior to any of the others and should 


be purchased first. 


1 For full review see Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin, July, 1930. 
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In a home remote from many books 
and libraries, where serious reading is 
enjoyed, The great events by famous his- 
torians will be much used. We know of 
a country minister’s family some twenty 
years ago which was brought up on this 
set. Such homes grow rarer each year. 
For schools and libraries today, we do 
not recommend this set for purchase. 
Junior classics—the young folks’ 

shelf of books ; selected and arranged 

by William Patten, introduction by 

Charles W. Eliot, reading guide by 

William Allan Neilson. 10v. 250 

Park Ave., N. Y., P. F. Collier & sons, 

c1912-18. Cloth $24; fabrikoid $36. 

This is a new edition of an old set of 
selected literature for children from six 
to sixteen. The changes in the new edi- 
tion consist of a colored frontispiece in 
each volume and thirty-two half tone 
reproductions of well known illustra- 
tions or pictures. The volumes are bound 
in varying colors. The type is clear and 
the paper fair. 

The literature included is well chosen 
from standard sources and the progres- 
sion from fairy and wonder tales through 
epics and tales of heroism to poetry is 
pedagogically satisfactory. The ninth 
volume is not up to the literary standard 
of the other volumes. 

No matter how carefully edited, 
youngsters above the third grade consis- 
tently prefer to read whole books instead 
of browsing through the short stories and 
extracts in a set of this kind. The chief 
purpose such a set might serve is as a 
guide for teachers and parents to the 
types of literature that should be pre- 
sented, or it may be useful in a rural 
school where books are scarce. The read- 


ing guide at the end of the tenth volume 
is helpful but the bibliographies include 
few very well known, standard books. 

There is no mention of Mother Goose 
in the set. All the Mother Goose rhymes 
are entered as anonymous. The text of 
most of the epics appeared originally in 
England. The King Arthur stories are 
edited by Beatrice Clay and the Sword 
Excalibur story is introduced too early in 
the cycle. The ten stories from the 
Aeneid are taken from an English edi- 
tion by H. L. Havell; the Iliad and 
Odyssey stories are by Alfred Church; 
Robin Hood, by Mary Macleod; Sieg- 
fried, by Constance Maud. 

This set like most others of this type, 
lacks spontaneity and appeal and is 
“school-bookish” in spite of all the dress- 
ing up that can be done to it. 

It is reasonable in price. Recom- 
mended only where such a set is needed 
by adults working with children. 
Keane’s manual of investment trusts ; 

ed. by C. P. Keane. 1 v. per year. 

9 Newbury St., Boston, Financial 

publishing co., London, Routledge 

1928- . 1930v. $25. 

A manual including valuable and up- 
to-date information and advice on in- 
vestments. 

The second annual number contains 
statements of over 600 trusts; British 
investment trusts; Billion of investment 
trust securities now held by American 
investors, by Leland Rex Robinson; In- 
vestment trust securities in the future, 
by Leland Rex Robinson; Speech on in- 
vestment trusts, by Leland Rex Robin- 
son; Investment trust’s future, by Paul 
Clay; Report of the investment trust’s 
committee of Investment Bankers As- 
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sociation of America; Experts who in- 
vest for laymen, by Paul Tomlinson; 
The accounts of an investment trust, by 
Herman E. Schreiber; New York stock 
exchange considers listing investment 
trust securities, articles from the New 
York Times; California State corpora- 
tion department references to invest- 
ment trusts securities; Report of the 
committee on investment trusts of the 
National Association of Securities Com- 
missioners; State regulations passed, 
pending, contemplated, etc. affecting 
investment; Bibliography of articles 
and books on investment trusts; Direc- 
tory of directors, trustees, officers, ad- 
visory committees, etc. of investment 
trusts; Director’s bank affiliations; 
Houses which have offered investment 
trust securities; Securities held by in- 
vestment trusts; Alphabetical list of 
companies with addresses and names of 
secretaries; New York curb market quo- 
tations on investment trust securities; 
Over the counter market quotations on 
investment trust securities. 

This company also publishes Keane’s 
Investment Trusts Monthly, an inde- 
pendent statistical magazine, containing 
current news on investment trusts. 
Subscription $10 per year. 

Moody’s manual and Poor’s manual, 
both of which should be subscribed to 
first, cover the subject very well and 
their work is improving; so that libraries 
subscribing to these need not subscribe 
to Keane’s. However, it gives some in- 
formation not found elsewhere and will 
be a valuable reference book for the li- 
brary that can afford it. It is well 
indexed and well arranged. 

Recommended to large libraries and 


to business libraries where needed. 
Kindergarten children’s hour ; ed. by 

Lucy Wheelock. 5v. Boston, Hough- 

ton Mifflin co. c1920 illus. $15. 

These volumes were obviously pre- 
pared for use in homes where there are 
young children but have been used by 
kindergarteners and primary teachers 
also. 

Miss Lucy Wheelock, the editor-in- 
chief is “the dean of American kinder- 
garten teachers” to whom the world 
owes a great debt for her interpretation 
of childhood; but many changes in edu- 
cational theories have taken place since 
these books were edited, leaving them as 
examples of the rather sentimental atti- 
tude toward children which provided 
amusement and training through such 
purposeless activities as paper folding, 
weaving, etc., which had slight signifi- 
cance in the child’s daily life. 

V.1, Stories for little children, is a 
compilation of verse and prose from 
many sources old, and new. The mate- 
rial is grouped, for reading aloud to 
young children, under headings related 
to their interests. Some of the nature 
stories are overly sentimental and not the 
type used in kindergartens today. 

V.2, Children’s occupations, follows 
Froebel’s principles for little children’s 
handwork and home play. It also gives 
suggestions and programs for neighbor- 
hood groups. These should be of more 
vital character. 

V.3, Talks to children, was prepared 
as a help in home talks on everyday 
things, and is a suggestive guide to an- 
swering questions about shelter, food 
and clothing, travel and the arts. It can 
be read direetly to young children or 
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taken as story telling material. Better 

than the first two volumes. 

V.4, Talks to mothers, contains help- 
ful advice dealing with problems of 
health, habits and conduct. It is con- 
servative and orthodox in viewpoint. 

V.5, Songs with music, contains many 
familiar kindergarten songs, some with 
action. So many good collections are 
available that this volume is not needed 
with the set. 

The price is reasonable compared 
with other compilations for young chil- 
dren that we have reviewed, the illustra- 
tions satisfactory, and although there is 
no index, the full table of contents serves 
the purpose. 

It may be useful in homes where there 
are young children who have no kinder- 
garten advantages. It is mot recom- 
mended for libraries. 

Lands and peoples: the world in 
color; ed. by Holland Thompson, 
with an introduction by Isaiah Bow- 
man, director of the American Geo- 
graphical Society. 7v. N. Y., Gro- 
lier Society. c1929-30 $49.50. 

The first six volumes have material 
divided as follows: Western Europe, 
Central Europe, Near and Middle East; 
Asia; Africa; Australia; and _ the 
Southern Islands; North America, in- 
cluding Hawaii and the North Polar 
Regions. 

Volume seven contains Latin Amer- 
ica, the Antarctic continent, and such 
general articles on waterfalls, deserts, 
the evolution of boats, ancient and mod- 
ern navigation, ancient man, donkey 
work, hats, gypsies, rivers, weaving, ele- 
phants and volcanoes. This is the sort of 
material that is needed in classrooms and 


that is called for in libraries more than 
the subjects in the first six volumes. 

A good quality of “folding coated” 
paper is used to secure a combination of 
strength for sewing and finish for color 
printing, and the set is bound substan- 
tially in purple artcraft, with attractive 
individual designs embossed in four 
colors on the front of each volume. The 
illustrations, the type and page make-up 
are very similar to those of the National 
Geographic Magazine. The half-tones 
are clear and well chosen, the best of the 
color plates are exquisite, and the aver- 
age is high, though many are blurred 
and some poorly colored. As a whole 
the illustrations really illustrate and 
serve to bring out the natural features 
of the countries and the habits and activi- 
ties of their peoples. 

The few maps are rather inadequate, 
not being large enough, clear enough, 
nor detailed enough to be thoroughly 
useful. 

This is, like the Pageant of America, 
a collection of picture books, with 
enough brief but interesting text to ex- 
plain the pictures and give a few impor- 
tant facts about each country. 

Beginning with Western Europe and 
proceeding easterly the whole globe is 
encircled. To quote from a prospectus: 
“all countries in the world are described 
and pictured—their history, the racial 
ancestry and traits of their peoples, the 
varying climates, forms of government, 
cities, natural wealth, scenery, indus- 
tries, commerce, agriculture, arts, man- 
ners and customs, dress, religion and 
education.” There is a list of color 
plates arranged by countries, and a 37 
page index to text and illustrations. 


so 
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There are 2,756 pages, 640 full page 
illustrations in color, and 1500 in black 
and white. 

These volumes do not lend themselves 
to school use without the assistance of a 
specially prepared Teacher’s Manual 
which accompanies the set. The material 
is not arranged in the books in accordance 
with modern methods of teaching, which 
present subjects and trace them to their 
sources rather than countries as separate 
units. 

The text and illustrations are adapted 
from a set of similar title sold by the 
Educational Book Company of London. 
The editing, rewriting and addition of 
new material for the American edition 
of the work was done in the New York 
editorial offices of the staff subject to the 
criticism and recommendations of Dr. 
Bowman of the American Geographical 
Society. Additional plates from two 
other English publications, Peoples of all 
nations and Countries of the world have 
been included. A tabulated list of new 
material shows an aggregate of 566 
pages added; and most of the other 
pages received some sort of revision, 
ranging from changes in spelling, sen- 
tence structure, statistics and geographi- 
cal and historical information, to inser- 
tions of whole paragraphs and the re- 
writing of complete articles. 

As might be expected the articles dif- 
fer in point of view and in value. Those 
on England and Australia are well done 
and informing. That on the Philippines 
does not seem to give so adequate a pic- 
ture of the country and brings in super- 
fluous material. Most of the articles read 
seem very satisfactory, however, consid- 
ering the necessary limitations. Trustees 


and school officials to whom the set is 

shown, speak very favorably of it. 

The inevitable question is—what is 
its place in the library? 

It is not unlike Peoples of all nations 
and Countries of the world and libraries 
having either of these will not want 
to add Lands and peoples. Although not 
indispensable, it covers a large field of 
illustration which makes it desirable for 
library use, particularly in the study of 
costuming. In answer to inquiries from 
libraries and schools for color plates for 
use in picture collections, the publishers 
inform us that they are making arrange- 
ments to sell separate sets of plates. 

Its principal value would seem to be 
as a successor to such works as Stod- 
dard’s Lectures for circulation in the 
adult collection, and as a supplementary 
work for use with school children. It 
would, of course, be useful to circu- 
late in the children’s library, but over $7 
a volume is more than most libraries can 
afford to spend for such a short-lived ser- 
vice. Recommended for school and pub- 
lic libraries that can afford it. 

Modern boy activity 
See Father and son library in this issue 

for review of this set. 

My book of history ; a picturesque tale 
of progress by Olive Beaupré Miller, 
assisted by Harry Neal Baum. 6v. 
360 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 
Bookhouse for children. c1929. $39; 
to individuals, $48. 

Mrs. Miller is the editor of My book- 
house, and Mr. Baum has spent seven 
years in the specialized study of History 
at the University of Wisconsin, and has 
gathered pictorial material in various 
European museums. 
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The price to schools and libraries will 
be $39, and any volume or volumes may 
be duplicated provided the books are 
bought in multiples of six. The two pub- 
lished volumes may be purchased for 


$6.50 per volume without contracting , 
for the balance of the set. A teachers’ — 


manual called Adventures in world his- 
tory accompanies the set and will be sold 
for twenty-five cents. It contains bibli- 
ographies and many teaching suggestions. 
The volumes are firmly bound in red 
buckram with a different colored picture 
on each front cover. The sewing is so 
flexible that the book lies open com fort- 
ably at every page. There are many col- 
ored pictures, often reproduced from 
carvings, porcelains, or photographs. Im- 
aginative pictures have been given back- 
grounds based on photographs of the 
country, or from monuments and re- 
mains, but the drawing of faces and fig- 
ures is frequently weak and sentimental. 

Contents are to be as follows: v.1, Be- 
ginnings, from about 100,000 B. c. to 
539 B. c.; v.2, Conquests, from about 
3000 B. c. té 313 a. D.; v.3, New Na- 
tions, from 161 a. pb. to about 1500 
A. D.; v.4, Explorations, from 1400 a. p. 
to 1600 a. v.; ‘v.5, Revolutions, from 
1493 a. p. to 1815 a. p.; v.6, Machines, 
from 1815 a. p. to the present. 

Only the first two volumes have been 
published. The third will be ready this 
fall. The text is popularly and easily 
written and the material is chosen to in- 
terest children of the early and middle 
grades. The set will perhaps stimulate 
interest in history, but without examin- 
ing the other four volumes it is impossi- 
ble to write an adequate review. The 
volumes now available cover the periods 


oe. 


that are less difficult to discuss than the 

later ones will be. For this reason we 

are not able to make a recommendation 
until the set is completed. 

My bookhouse; ed. by Olive Beaupré 
Miller. 6v. 360 N. Michigan Ave., 
Chicago, Bookhouse for children. 
c1920-21-25. New pop. ed. (blue 
Caxton buckram) Cash $37.53, 
budget plan $39.50; Home ed. (Fab- 
rikoid) Cash $46.08, budget plan 
$48.50; School and library ed. (black 
library buckram) $36 to $39, depend- 
ing on the quantity purchased. 

A beautifully made compilation of 
literature for children. The pages are 
well set up with wide margins and large, 
clear type, and the illustrations are gaily 
cheerful and appropriate. The paper and 
binding are excellent and the volumes 
are altogether attractive as to physical 
make-up. The contents are as follows: 

V.1, In the nursery. Selections from 
Mother Goose and other nursery rhymes, 
standard nursery tales and a few that are 
new. The rhymes chosen are those that 
are cheerful and end well. Those that 
are in any way suggestive of what is 
unpleasant or rough or crude in manners 
have been omitted. 

V.2, Up one pair of stairs. Verse and 
prose for children beyond the nursery, 
chosen from folklore with some modern 
stories. Here, too, nothing of the cruder 
kind, nothing that could frighten or dis- 
turb a child is included. In some cases 
there has been adaptation of material on 
this account. 

V.3, Through fairy halls. Selections 
from folklore of many lands, well 
chosen poetry, ancient and modern. 

V.4, The treasure chest. More ad- 
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vanced selections from mythology, poe- 
try and children’s literature. Arrange- 
ments from the Mill on the Floss, How- 
ard Pyle’s Twilight land, Stockton’s 
Fanciful tales, Robinson Crusoe, etc. 

V.5, From the tower window. Selec- 
tions from national epics, old ballads and 
some unusual modern material. 

V.6, The latch key. Childhood biog- 
raphies of authors and chapters on some 
of the sources of children’s literature. 
Full indexes of authors, titles and lead- 
ing characters, subject index and ethical 
theme index, with historical references. 

The set is unquestionably a well made 
one and contains, besides much that is 
familiar, some excerpts from books that 
are not usually seen by children, such as 
titles by Zangwill, Tolstoi and Meredith. 
The adaptations and abridgments are 
successfully made. Some people will dis- 
like the tendency obvious in the first vol- 
umes to soften all harshness in thought 
and speech and to omit all stanzas and 
lines that are not gentle and well-bred. 

This is an excellent set of books for 
a home library and particularly desirable 
in the home where book selection is a 
matter of chance or where there is no 
one who feels able to make a wise selec- 
tion. It would insure the child’s famili- 
arity with much of the best that belongs 
to the early years and could develop a 
taste for good reading, but the set should 
be supplemented by single books of the 
same literary and artistic character, 
chosen to fit the tastes of the individual 
child. Young children are especially re- 
sponsive to it. Older children prefer 
longer stories. Before he reaches the age 
of twelve, the similarity of type, illus- 
tration, and binding of these volumes is 


likely to lose its appeal to the child who 
was delighted with it at six years. 

The teacher who follows the Manual 
prepared by Florence E. Matthews of 
Lincoln School, Columbia University, 
can use the stories in securing correlation 
of interests and as a means of getting cre- 
ative language returns from children. In 
a school, however, it is difficult for a set 
to be used by many children at the same 
time; and the same investment will pur- 
chase some thirty-six good books which 
can be read simultaneously by thirty-six 
children. 

For library needs this compilation has 
proven useful, since it is sometimes 
convenient to have material brought to- 
gether into one reference set. We must 
remember that in a well stocked library 
one finds in attractive form most of the 
sources from which the selections in My 
bookhouse were made. Because of copy- 
right restrictions many choice stories can 
not be included in a set of books, how- 
ever carefully edited; so that the pur- 
chase of such a compilation does not 
eliminate the need for many individual 
books to supplement it. 

The fine quality of My bookhouse has 
tempted us to digress into this discussion 
of general principles which apply to all 
compilations of children’s literature. To 
be fully useful books like these must cir- 
culate and the average price of such com- 
pilations is around $6 a volume. Few 
libraries can afford to buy, for children, 
circulating material that wears out and 
must be replaced at this price. Children’s 
librarians also feel the lack of oppor- 
tunity for children to develop their read- 
ing tastes along individual lines when 
such a limited supply of material as can 
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be gathered into five volumes is offered 
as basic for all children up to twelve or 
fourteen years of age. Children might 
become rather stereotyped in their tastes 
and lacking in originality if all are given 
the same literature in the same dress. 

Recommended if all the above points 
are taken into consideration. 

My travelship; ed. by Olive Beaupré 
Miller 3v. 360 N. Michigan: Ave., 
Chicago, Bookhouse for children. 
c1925-27. To schools and libraries— 
1 to 10 sets $19 each, 10 to 49 sets 
$18.50 each, 50 or more sets $17.50 
each; single v. $6.50; to individuals 
$20.25 monthly terms, cash discount. 
Nursery friends from France. This 

sumptuous book is the first of the set My 
travelship, now comprising three vol- 
umes. Illustrations are by Maud and 
Miska Petersham. The text is composed 
of the nursery rhymes and songs, corre- 
sponding to our Mother Goose, which 
are familiar to French children. The 
music of some of the songs is given and 
the first verse is then printed in French 
and in English. There are charming 
pictures on every page in four soft colors. 
They are French in background and cos- 
tume, fresh with the humor inspired by 
the verses, and typical of these illustra- 
tors. The book is well and attractively 
bound in light blue with a colored inset 
in the front cover. For homes that can 
afford it, it will make an attractive pic- 
ture book and undoubtedly give a feeling 
for France. 

Compared with the French song books, 
Sonnez les matines and Gai-gai marions 
nous by Pierne and Delaw, this is less 
typically French and contains less music. 
It is inevitable that the verses should 


lose something in translation. Nursery 
friends from France seems, as it is, an 
American book rather than a French one. 

Little children of Japan. “This col- 
lection has been made after careful study 
of the works of Basil Hall Chamberlain, 
Lafcadio Hearn, Curtis Page, Yona 
Noguchi, Arthur Waley, and Clara 
Walsh.” Some poems are included which 
are quoted from 4 year of Japanese epi- 
grams by Wiliiam M. Porter. This is a 
large and handsome book uniform with 
the other two of the series. The verses 
are undoubtedly typically Japanese. 
There are some nursery rhymes and 
many nature poems. The delicacy and 
simplicity of the Japanese poetry creates 
a desire to write poetry and teachers can 
use it very successfully in helping chil- 
dren to express themselves poetically. 
There are pictures on every page, of 
flowers, trees, animals, birds and other 
living things, made in the Japanese man- 
ner, but like the pictures in the first book 
not entirely Japanese in method. Pic- 
tures are by Katharine Sturges. 

Tales told in Holland. The contents 
“consist chiefly of stories with a few 
translations from the greatest Dutch 
poets and a few old Dutch nursery 
rhymes.” At least one story from each 
of the eleven Dutch provinces is given. 
There are tales of great Dutch artists 
and some famous incidents from history 
and literature. Illustrations are by Maud 
and Miska Petersham. The costumes are 
copied from those in use in the different 
islands and provinces of Holland and 
their source is stated under each picture. 
There are many backgrounds which 
show graceful old town halls and scenes 
characteristically Dutch. Of the three 
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books this seems to be the one that con- 

veys the feeling for the country in the 

most satisfactory way. This may be be- 
cause the type of pictures made by the 

Petershams fits the Dutch scene so 

admirably. 

The three books are very beautiful 
picture books, and except for the expense, 
are recommended to any library used by 
children. The price, however, is a very 
high one for books of this type. 

The new Catholic dictionary, a com- 
plete work of reference on every sub- 
ject in the life, belief, tradition, rites, 
symbolism, devotions, history, biog- 
raphy, laws, dioceses, missions, cen- 
ters, institutions, organization; statis- 
tics of the church and her part in pro- 
moting science, art, education, social 
welfare, morals and civilization; ed. 
by Condé B. Pallen, and John J. 
Wynne, assisted by Charles F. 
Wemyss Brown, Blanche M. Kelly, 
Andrew A. MacErlean. lv. 19 Union 
Square W., N. Y., The Universal 
Knowledge foundation. c1929 Cloth 
$10; library buckram $12.50. 

This publisher, formerly known as 
Encyclopedia press, handled the Cath- 
olic encyclopedia. 

The present one-volume work con- 
sists of 1073 pages of reliable, clear and 
concise information, on a wide and va- 
ried range of subjects, as the title page 
indicates, treated of course from the 
Catholic point of view. Issued under 
the auspices of the editors of the Catho- 
lic encyclopedia, it is more up to date 
than the latter and many terms are de- 
fined in the dictionary which were not 
in the encyclopedia. Likewise, some 
terms in the encyclopedia have been 


omitted from the dictionary, which on 
the whole is much broader in its inclu- 
sion of subjects. Some topics of current 
interest are missing, such as the full 
terms of the Lateran treaty, the National 
Council of Catholic men, and the Na- 
tional Council of Catholic women. We 
find biographies of no living person ex- 
cept the pope. 

The Catholic encyclopedia is quoted 
extensively in the dictionary, but the arti- 
cles are greatly condensed and in some 
cases revised and corrected. Authorities 
are quoted and many articles are signed 
with initials, the full name being given 
in a list at the back. Religious statistics 
quoted under states are from the U. S. 
religious census of 1916; figures quoted, 
as, for instance, those for the Society of 
Jesus, are as late as 1929. Under broad 
and important subjects books are recom- 
mended and the names of Catholics and 
others prominent in the field are listed. 

The book is well made, with good 
paper and typography, many attractive 
plates and line drawings. There are fair 
maps of most countries. The headings 
and subdivisions are clear, but many 
necessary cross references are lacking. 
Under Vincent de Paul there is a 
good sketch of the saint but no reference 
to the St. Vincent de Paul society which 
is found under Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul. We also regret the frequent omis- 
sion of the convenient symbol g. v. which 
should connect related subjects. From 
Ave Maria one is not led to Hail Mary 
where the text of the prayer is explained, 
nor is any mention made of the many 
musical settings of this prayer. 

The volume includes an extensive 
subject bibliography which will prove 
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helpful in suggestions for Catholic read- 

ing, a list of abbreviations, a list of 

reference works quoted, and a key to 
pronunciation. 

This book is reasonably priced and 
will be found helpful in large reference 
collections as a supplement to the Catho- 
lic encyclopedia. In some communities 
it is being sold to Catholics for presen- 
tation to libraries. It is recommended to 
small libraries, school libraries and those 
which cannot afford the Catholic en- 
cyclopedia. 

New human interest library 
This set is now published in seven 

volumes instead of six; the seventh is a 

Reader’s guide. Prices are: plain maroon 

buckram $37.75; library buckram, rain- 

bow edition $43.50; fabrikoid, deluxe 
rainbow edition $49.25. For full review 
see July Bulletin. 

New student’s reference work; for 
teachers, students and families; ed. by 
C. B. Beach and F. McMurry. 8v. 
2036 E. 89th St., Cleveland, Ohio, 
S. L. Weedon company. $41.75 
buckram; $34.75 cloth 
We have had several inquiries about 

this work which is being sold in some 
communities. A letter from the publish- 
ers dated August 11, 1930, informs us 
that they will publish a new encyclopedic 
set for children early in 1931. This will 
be substituted for the New student’s 
reference work and will be reviewed in 
the Subscription Books Bulletin as soon 
as it is available. Our readers are ad- 
vised to defer purchase of the New stu- 
dent’s reference work until after this 
new publication appears. 

Our wonder world; ed. by Howard B. 
Grose. I1lv. 203 North Wabash 


Ave., Chicago, George L. Shuman 
and Company. cloth $62.50; fabri- 
koid $76.50. 

We have been asked to review this 
publication. The publishers inform us 
that a complete revision was begun in 
October 1929 and will be completed in 
1931. Our readers are advised to defer 
purchase until the new edition is avail- 
able for review. 

Who’s who among North American 
authors; ed. by Alberta Lawrence. 

4 issues. 814 S. Spring St., Los An- 

geles, California, Golden syndicate 

publishing co., cl1921-25-27-29. 

Price to libraries: 1921 v. $4.16; 

1925-26 v. $4.16; 1927-28 v. $6.35; 

1929-30 v. $6.75. 

This is a work of the type of Who’s 
who in America and like it appears in | 
alternate years; but it includes less 
known people. As the title implies, it 
deals principally with authors, but there 
is also a Press section which includes 
editors, and magazine and press writers. - 
Inevitably there is a great deal of dupli- 
cation of the material contained in 
Who’s who in America. In comparing 
the two there were some rather surpris- 
ing omissions in this, as for example, 
A. A. Goldenweiser, Miriam Van 
Waters, Katherine Fullerton Gerould. 

Some names listed in the 1929-30 is- 
sue were those of people who have been 
dead for several years; e.g. C. A. Briggs, 
who died in 1913, and S. M. Crothers, 
who died in 1927. 

There were also a great many minor 
authors, particularly in the Press sec- 
tion, some of whom have been rather 
elusive and not found in Who’s who 
in America. The Press section is separate 
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from the main alphabet, but there are 

references to it in all instances. As in 

Who's who in America there is a geo- 

graphical list. A very useful feature is 

the list of pen names with a supplemen- 
tary list of authors using pen names. It 
is recommended for large libraries which 
will find it useful as an addition to 

Who’s who. 

Who’s who in American education; 
a biographical dictionary of eminent 
living educators in the United States; 
ed. by Robert C. Cook. 2v. 296 
Broadway, N. Y., Robert C. Cook 
co., €1928-29-30. $10 per vol. 
Volume one appeared in December, 

1928; volume two, December, 1929, 

and volume three will appear in the fall 

of 1931. 

Contains “biographical sketches of 
about 3700 leading American educa- 
tors.” Preface. 

The first volume was completely re- 
vised and the information corrected for 
the second volume. However, names 
that one would expect to find are lack- 


ing, for instance, F. H. Giddings, I. L. 
Kandel, W. H. Burton, Hughes Mearns, 
D. A. Thom and other equally well 
known persons. Out of fifty-three 
names of state directors of the N. E. A., 
only fifteen are found in the second 
volume. 

Not recommended. 
Wonder world 

For review of this set see Our won- 
der world in this issue. 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permission 
of the American Library Association, No 
pronouncements made in this Bulletin can 
be considered official pronouncements of 
the American Library Association, Ofi- 
cial pronouncements are made so only by 
formal vote of the Executive Board, 
Council, or membership of the associ- 
ation, Obviously no such action has been 
secured or sought in matters pertaining to 
the evaluation of subscription books. No 
opinion expressed herein can therefore be 
cited as “an official endorsement” of the 
American Library Association. 
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